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CONFIDENTIAL VICTORIA 0884 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PEPR, UK, FR, SE 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENT RENE TO VISIT UK AND FRANCE 

1 . SEYCHELLES PRESIDENT FRANCE ALBERT RENE WILL MAKE 
OFFICIAL VISITS TO FRANCE AND UK WEEK OF SEPT 10. 

2. RENE IS NOW SCHEDULED TO ARRIVE IN PARIS (VIA AIR 
FRANCE FLIGHT DIRECT FROM VICTORIA) MORNING OF SEPT 11. 

EMBASSY UNDERSTANDS THAT PRESIDENT GISCARD D'ESTAING WILL 
HOST DINNER IN HIS HONOR SEPT 12. ON FOLLOWING DAY RENE WILL 
PROCEED TO LONDON WHERE, BARRING COMPLICATIONS RELATED 
TO BRITISH ELECTIONS, PRIME MINISTER CALLAGHAN WILL HOST 
LUNCHEON FOR HIM. ACCORDING TO LATEST VERSION OF ITINERARY. 

RENE WILL RETURN TO PARIS SEPT 17 TO CATCH RETURN AIR FRANCE 
FLIGHT TO VICTORIA. RENE TOLD CHARGE SEPT 07 THAT HE HAD 
HOPED ALSO TO VISIT BELGIUM AND YUGOSLAVIA ON THIS TRIP, BUT 
THAT THESE PLANS HAD FALLEN THROUGH. HE REMARKED THAT THIS WAS 
JUST AS WELL AS HE HAD TRAVELED EXTENSIVELY AND BEEN AWAY FROM 
COUNTRY FOR CONSIDERABLE PERIOD ALREADY THIS YEAR. MINISTER OF 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING AND HOUSING MAXIME FERRARI, 

WHO IS CURRENTLY IN EUROPE, WILL JOIN RENE IN PARIS, AND WILL 
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CONTINUE WITH HIM ON REST OF TRIP. 

3. UK HIGH COMMISSIONER TOLD CHARGE SEPT 06 THAT SPECIAL 
SECURITY MEASURES WILL BE IMPLEMENTED WHILE RENE IS IN 
LONDON TO PROTECT HIM AGAINST POSSIBLE ATTACK BY UK BASED 
SEYCHELLOIS EXILES. IN SECURITY CONTEXT, IT IS INTERESTING 

TO NOTE THAT THREE DAYS BEFORE SCHEDULED DEPARTURE, PRESIDENT S 
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TRIP HAS NOT BEEN MADE PUBLIC. 

4. THIS IS FIRST VISIT BY RENE TO UK SINCE HE ASSUMED 
PRESIDENCY IN AFTERMATH OF JUNE, 1977 COUP. IT IS ALSO HIS 
FIRST OFFICIAL BILATERAL VISIT TO FRANCE. EMBASSY DOES NOT 
KNOW IF TRIP CONCEIVED TO ACHIEVE ANY PARTICULAR OBJECTIVES, 

BUT IT WILL SERVE NICELY TO BALANCE RENE'S OFFICIAL VISITS 
EARLIER THIS YEAR TO PRC, NORTH KOREA AND LIBYA. PRESENCE OF 
FERRARI SUGGESTS UK AND FRENCH DEVELOPMENTAL ASSISTANCE PRO- 
GRAMS MAY BE FOCUS OF ATTENTION. UK HIGH COMMISSIONER REMARKED 
THAT BRITISH HOPED CONTROVERSIAL ISLANDS AGREEMENT WOULD NOT 
SURFACE AT HIGH LEVEL IN SUCH A WAY AS TO DETRACT FROM WHAT 
IS EXPECTED TO BE SUCCESSFUL VISIT TO UK. 
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